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In this very merry Christmas edition of Vollie 
Waffle I’d like to thank all the volunteers who 
came to the Christmas Party at Rydges Hotel. 
It was a lovely afternoon, a few sprinkles of 
summer rain, but I must say overall the weather 
was good. It's always a risk having an outdoor 
event, but I think the time we had in the 
courtyard was definitely worth it.

It was great to catch up with so many people 
in the one place. I thought the catering was 
excellent with a lovely spread of savoury and 
sweet food. The bar staff were wonderful - they 
even created a special refreshing cocktail for us 
which I loved. 

My greatest appreciation, however, is reserved 
for all my extra special volunteers - by that I 
mean all of you. I don't have any who are more 
special than anyone else. 

The volunteer group brings a enormous amount 
to the hospital. Your support of the staff and 
patients is highly regarded and very gratefully 
received. I hear many compliments about all the 
volunteers and I think it’s wonderful. What you 
do is special and it is well recognised by Calvary 
leadership and especially by the people you assist. 

The volunteer office will be closed from Monday 
23 December and reopen on Monday 6 January. 
Have an enjoyable festive season and I'll see you 
in the New Year. 

… please read on to see all the fantastic photos 
from your party and the other events at Calvary.



On 11th of December many of the volunteer group 
gathered to celebrate Christmas and  

the year of 2019. 

Mark Green, National Director of Mission came down 
especially to thank the volunteer group and give us 
a special Christmas message. He shared with those 

present the significance of the gift of their voluntary 
contribution and its significance to Calvary Australia 

wide. There are over 1,100 volunteers alongside 
12,000 employees. Confirming what we already know 

- volunteers are a very important part of Calvary.

Tony Brennan, Director of Mission gave everyone 
a Christmas card that contained a fun rewrite of a 
popular song acknowledging all the different ways 

our Calvary volunteers are a gift to us.

On the Twelfth day of Christmas 
the Vollies gave to thee: 

Twelve HA helpers,  
Eleven ward assistants,  

Ten Gibson trollies,  
Nine games of scrabble,  
Eight things to archive,  

Seven snacks for patients,  
Six parish visits,  

Five … Magazines,  
Four refill stuffers,  

Three flower angels,  
Two foyer greeters,  

Calvary Joy underneath a Pear Tree.

Twelve Days
of volunteer
Christmas









The corridor between 
Blackwood and Clark Wards 
was even busier than usual 
about 1.30 pm on Friday 13th 
December. Nurses were seen 
pushing wheelchairs, while 
OT’s were assisting patients 
on walkers: all making a bee 
line for Room 63!

Had they all heard the 
rumour that the kitchen 
was preparing a sumptuous 
afternoon tea for the Rehab 
Games participants; or were 
they all anxious for a front 
row seat for Carols singing 
with Kelvin?

As the room began to fill with 
patients (family and friends), 
the Games organisers gave 
out magazines pencils and 
Christmas activity sheets to 
keep the audience engaged 
while all were seated.

Following introductions a 
small bag with a tag “Life’s 
Little Survival Kit”, was given 
to each member of the 
audience. What followed 
was a variation of “Pass the 

Friday 13th
Rehabilitation

Christmas Carols
Parcel”, and eventually all 
had a gift to keep.

Kelvin was reintroduced to 
lead the Carol singing which 
he did in style for over an 
hour. Thank you Kelvin you 
are a star in our eyes!

By this time all present had 
worked up a thirst and were 
ready for the promised 
afternoon tea. And wasn’t  
it a great spread.

Sandy over-saw the arrival of 
afternoon tea and its sharing 
among the audience. Her 
help was most appreciated in 
getting around a room over-
filled with eager patients and 
delighted visitors.

Our expected number of 12 
participants had grown to 
about 26.

The corridor was neatly lined 
with walkers awaiting the 
departure of their owners.

Thank you to all staff for 
helping to make this even 
happen. The audience loved 
the opportunity to come 
together for carol singing. 

And as for the afternoon tea 
– all thought it a great treat.

Kelvin delivered a great 
variety of Carols and it took 
little encouragement for the 
audience to join in.

Even the patients in bed 
further along the corridor, 
made appreciative comments 
the following day.

Again, thank you Kelvin and 
team for a great afternoon.

 All the best for Christmas, 

Chris Knight 
Rehab Games Captain.



Training Update
I'm really pleased with everyone who has recently completed their 
training online - many for the first time. It's a quick way of making 
sure it's done and out of the way for the year. If you would like to 
complete your training online please contact me and I can send you 
the information.

Please check your diary and see whether you can make the next 
training day in March. It's not that far away and there will be many 
people needing to renew.

In the past three months Manual Handling has been stable at 84% 
and Fire Safety and Hand Hygiene have both gone up from 81% to 
88%. For all our subjects we're compliant at over 80%, which is good 
news and it'd be great to raise our numbers at the next training day. 

The group training sessions are listed on the back page of this 
newsletter. If you can't make it to a group session please contact me 
to make other arrangements.

Manual 
Handling

(2 yearly)

Hand 
Hygiene

(annual)

Fire 
Safety
(annual)

Volunteers... 84% Volunteers... 88% Volunteers... 88%

The next group 
training day is at

St John's  
Training Room 
Wednesday 
11 March 

10 am - 3 pm



Volunteer Calendar
put these dates in your diary

date time location event

23 Dec - 5 Jan Christmas Break Carolyn on Christmas Break

20 Dec 2019 - 4 Feb 2020 School Holidays Official School Holidays

Wednesday 1 January Public Holiday New Years Day

Monday 27 January Public Holiday Australia Day (holiday)

Monday 10 February Public Holiday Hobart Regatta Day

Monday 9 March Public Holiday Eight Hour Day

Wednesday 11 March 10.00 am - 3.00 pm St John's Training 
Room

Bi-annual Training Day:
Hand Hygiene, Fire Safety & Evacuation, 
Fire Safety In service.
Biennial course: Manual Handling

10 - 26 April School Holidays Official School Holidays

Friday 10 April Public Holiday Good Friday

Sunday 12 April Public Holiday Easter Sunday

Monday 13 April Public Holiday Easter Monday

Saturday, 25 April Public Holiday ANZAC Day

Wednesday 20 May National Volunteer Week 18 - 24 May NVW Afternoon Tea 
and Length of Service Awards

Monday 8 June Public Holiday Queens Birthday

Wed 10 June 12 noon - 2.30 pm Lenah Valley
Education Centre

Positive Culture Session 
Navigating Tricky Situations with 

Patients. Presented by Sean Conry

Light lunch included

4-19 July Official School Holidays Official School Holidays


