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Welcome
We welcome you to our celebration of the life and legacy
of Venerable Mary Potter, founder of the Sisters of the
Little Company of Mary.
As we begin our service, let us acknowledge the
Traditional Custodians and Owners of the lands on
which our service operates. We acknowledge that these
peoples have walked upon and cared for these lands for
thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep
spiritual attachment and relationship the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people have to this land and commit
ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation.
Welcome to guests and dignitaries
We welcome our guests and dignitaries and we
acknowledge everyone here present. You each bring
a particular life experience, faith, cultural and spiritual
tradition – all of which enriches the cultural tapestry of
Calvary. We thank you for being with us today.

Opening Prayer and reading
from Scripture
Lord, our God, source of all life,
you reveal yourself in the depths of our being,
drawing us all to share in your life and your love.
Make the doors of our hearts, our homes and communities wide
enough to receive all who need human love and fellowship and narrow
enough to shut out all envy, prejudice and pride.
Amen
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus reminds us that “You are like a
light for the whole world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No
one lights a lamp and puts it under a bowl; instead it is put on the
lampstand, where it gives light for everyone in the house. In the same
way your light must shine before all, so that they will see the good
things you do and praise your Father in heaven”.
(Matthew 5:14-16)
It is our Calvary people who are our shining lights – the care and the
service they provide shines a light into the dark places of people’s lives
– illuminating, providing warmth and comfort.

Lighting the Mary Potter Candle
We light the Mary Potter Candle on occasions such as this to remind
ourselves of the light of Love that is within each of us and never dies.
(Please light your candles)

The Spirit of Calvary
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for Others’
Everyone is welcome.
You matter. We care about you.
Your family, those who care for
you, and the wider community we
serve, matter.
Your dignity guides and shapes the
care we offer you.
Your physical, emotional, spiritual,
psychological and social needs are
important to us.

Welcome to New Staff
Friends, this day we formally
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You, like us, are called to
demonstrate the values of
Hospitality, Healing, Stewardship &
Respect in all your undertakings, as
part of the Mission and the culture
you are being asked to shape and
to live.

Act of Commitment

(please stand)

This day reminds us of the tradition in which we stand and the mission
with which we are entrusted. We recommit ourselves to each other,
and to our work together in the service of Calvary: those we work
with, our volunteers, and all the people who continue the mission of
the Little Company of Mary in our services.
We commit ourselves to seek creative ways to live out the values of
hospitality, healing, stewardship and respect throughout the course of
our day-to-day activities.
We acknowledge the human capacity to transcend difficulties, to
display compassion, exercise sensitivity, to strive for understanding
and to support and collaborate with each other.

The Legacy of Mary Potter
“The light of the sun brightens everything it falls upon,
just as the light of God’s love falling upon us will
brighten our days and enable us to live lives of purest love.”
Brides of Christ p58

A Blessing
For those who work in
the ministry of healthcare.

Good and gracious God, you are the source of
all healing. In you we share in this wonderful
work we call “caring”.
Today, we honour not only those who give
direct care to those in our services, but all in this
community who care for each other.
We celebrate the way your Spirit moves through
each of us, revealing your love through a healing
touch, a compassionate act or a consoling word.
Bless all who live and work in this place and
strengthen them so they may continue to be
your compassionate presence to others. In
particular, bless those in our care and their
families who need to feel that you are with
them.
May we never forget that your love works
through all of us.
We ask all of this in the power of your, Holy
Name.
Amen

“We all
have a
power
within us
for doing
good.”
Venerable Mary Potter

The Little Company of Mary
It is now 141 years since the first Little Company of Mary community
was established by Venerable Mary Potter at Hyson Green in
Nottingham, England on 2nd July 1847.
Venerable Mary Potter had a vision for that Calvary spirit to live through
the Sisters of the Little Company of Mary and through what she called,
the Greater Company of Mary – and that includes all of us who share
this journey of spirit and service across the Calvary organisation in
retirement communities, hospitals, and community care.

“When God infuses
joy into us, let us
cultivate it, and let
us try and give it to
others.”
Conference on self examination.
Venerable Mary Potter
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