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For 75 years, Calvary Health Care Bethlehem has 

served the local community.  With the next 75 years 

– and more – in mind, we have been planning how 

we can best continue the work of our founders, 

the Sisters of the Little Company of Mary, in caring 

for and supporting others at Calvary Health Care 

Bethlehem, and meeting the changing needs of  

our community.

Our proposed plans will allow us to vastly improve the 

quality and the availability of health and aged care 

services in Glen Eira, meaning better outcomes for 

patients, elderly residents, and the wider community.

Pursuing international best practice in health care, 

we will offer a new Health and Retirement Precinct 

where a person-centred and innovative model of care 

is delivered to the community, allowing people to live 

well, maintain independence and age in place.

Calvary Health Care has provided compassionate, 

high quality care to vulnerable members of society 

for more than 130 years. Today, with the help of over 

12,000 staff and volunteers, we care for others in 

A proposal  
with substance

our 15 public and private hospitals, 15 Retirement 

and Aged Care facilities, and a national network of 

Community Care Centres.  Over the years, Calvary 

Health Care Bethlehem has continued to reinvent and 

innovate its services to ensure it remains responsive 

and relevant to the local and wider community.

Much consideration in the planning process was 

given to how the development could provide the 

infrastructure to foster a greater sense of community.  

We feel the open green spaces and retail café, 

childcare centre and other facilities proposed will 

bring people together as new neighbourhood 

gathering places.

Subject to planning approvals, I look forward to 

continuing to work with all of our stakeholders and 

the Glen Eira community to ensure the continued 

delivery of quality health services with the Calvary 

Bethlehem Health and Retirement Precinct for 

generations to come.

Dr Jane Fischer
CEO, Calvary Health Care Bethlehem



The improvements to Calvary Health Care Bethlehem 

is driven by our need to upgrade ageing infrastructure 

and address changing community needs so that we 

can stay responsive and relevant to the community.  

Many of our facilities were built in the 1960s, and it  

is time to give them a lift to meet contemporary 

health care practice and in order for us to provide our 

residents and patients with the best care possible.

Australia’s population is ageing and the prevalence of 

chronic disease is growing.  The expansion of clinics 

and community based services that can be delivered 

in the upgraded Precinct will allow more people to 

receive the right care as a resident of Calvary Health 

Care Bethlehem or closer to home for those in the 

Southern Metropolitan Region.

Best practice in aged care on an international level is 

one of greater choice in the type of care and level of 

care received.  It is important for health care providers 

like Calvary to plan for ageing communities so that 

our senior community members are supported as 

their needs change, with flexible accommodation 

focused on quality of life as well as quality of care.

Subject to planning approval, the Bethlehem Health 

and Retirement Precinct will expand on the existing 

Calvary Health Care Bethlehem service to offer an 

integrated health care model, providing:

• 85 Independent Living Units (ILUs)

• An 80-bed residential aged care facility

• Specialist palliative and progressive  

neurological services

• General Practitioners, radiology, X-ray services

• A community childcare centre service

• Ancillary retail/café tenancies

• Social and recreational facilities

• Green spaces open to the public

We are also pleased to be contributing to our 

neighbourhood amenity by replacing part of the 

current flat carpark on the corner of Saturn Street  

and Venus Street with a community park.

Adapting to the changing 
needs of our community

Project 
overview
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Calvary is committed to enabling ‘ageing in place’  

for all.  Australia’s population is ageing and 

growing, and as a result we must re-think traditional 

approaches to aged care so that our older friends  

and family can live well and enjoy their lives.  Ageing 

in place is current international best practice, and 

allows senior residents to age and receive higher 

levels of care as needed, without the disruption of 

having to leave their community.   

With Independent Living Units, residential aged care 

and specialist palliative and progressive neurological 

services, the Bethlehem Health and Retirement 

Precinct provides varying levels of care ensuring a 

holistic and transitional care service from retirement 

through to end of life.

Recognising the importance to visitors, patients, 

residents and staff to be able to move freely, 

Bethlehem Health and Retirement Precinct includes 

provisions for 190 parking spaces within a two-level 

basement car park.  An additional 34 bicycle parking 

spaces will be provided for residents, staff and visitors 

in the basement and on ground level.

During the construction phase, while there may be 

increased traffic in the area, we will work closely 

with traffic consultants, construction partners, staff, 

residents and the local community to develop a 

considered traffic management plan to minimise 

disruption and establish optimal safety precautions.

The development is not expected to contribute 

significantly to increased traffic in the area  

post-construction.

Living well,  
ageing in place

Parking and 
traffic
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Calvary Health Care Bethlehem is a long time resident 

of Caulfield and we are proud of and care deeply  

for our neighbourhood.

As such, we are working with renowned architects 

Team2 to improve the visual amenity of the 

neighbourhood with an architecturally designed 

building that keeps with the local character.

During the design process it was paramount that  

a balance was achieved between a practical design 

that best facilitates the delivery of high quality  

health services, and a design that is respectful of 

the needs of the community and incorporates the 

character of the neighbourhood.

The current hospital detracts from the surrounding 

Caulfield character due to the ageing buildings.  

Visual 
amenity

The proposed design provides a contemporary 

architectural approach which tiers the development 

and creates a pedestrian level amenity.  

The Precinct will be generally three storeys above 

ground level with an 18-storey portion significantly 

stepped back from the street frontages.  This height 

allows the Precinct to appear more green and open at 

a pedestrian level, ensures overshadowing is minimal, 

and masks the building from the street level.

The additional open spaces will contribute strongly  

to the garden character of the neighbourhood,  

and these open spaces combined with retail spaces, 

recreational facilities and regular community  

activities will integrate the Precinct with the 

surrounding community.
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Calvary continues our strong commitment to  

work with the community in the neighbourhood  

that we share.  Like us, our neighbours care about 

what happens in their community. We regularly 

engage with the community through various  

formal and informal processes and we intend to 

extend that engagement with a consumer reference 

group to work with us on detailed design and  

our model of care.

Adapting to  
community feedback

As part of the formal planning application process 

with Glen Eira Council, surrounding members of the 

community will also have the opportunity to make 

submissions to Council regarding the plans for the 

proposed Bethlehem Health and Retirement Precinct.  

We look forward to working constructively with 

Council and the community to get the best possible 

planning outcomes for the development and, 

importantly, the wider community.



Embarking on this redevelopment gives us the 

opportunity to create plenty of green and open 

space for our residents and the surrounding 

community to meet and enjoy. Our proposed  

works include:

• A central community space with play  

equipment, seating and plenty of grass

• Grassed garden bed terracing on our  

Kooyong Road corners

• Flexible seating areas adjacent to a café  

for eating, relaxing and meeting others

• A new community park, replacing part of  

the current flat carpark on the corner of  

Saturn Street and Venus Street

Open 
spaces
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D 01/ Garden Bed Terracing

02/ Breakout Space for     

 Childcare Centre

03/ Overhead Structure with   

 Climbing Plants

04/ Cafe Breakout Space

05/ Community Open Space

06/ Community Play Space

07/ Low Level Boundary    

 Planting

08/ Existing Trees to be Retained

09/ Community Zone/Seating

10/ Timber Deck Structure on   

 Upper Level

11/ Community Loop Path

12/ Lawn Terracing

13/ Lift Access

14/ Entry Share Zone

15/ Cafe Seating

16/ Fountain with Seating Edge

17/ Raised Garden Beds

18/ Large Turf Area with Seating
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For more information about Calvary and about  

this redevelopment, visit www.calvarycare.org.au 

Founded in 1885 by the Sisters of the Little Company of Mary, Calvary is a charitable, not-for-profit, Catholic 
health care organisation. Our mission is to provide quality, compassionate health care to the most vulnerable, 
including those reaching the end of their life. We’re responsible for over 12,000 staff and volunteers, 15 Public and 
Private Hospitals, 15 Retirement and Aged Care Facilities and a national network of Community Care Centres.


