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INTRAVESICAL ADRIAMYCIN 

Adriamycin or Doxorubicin is a chemotherapy 
drug used to treat some forms of cancer. 
 
Intravesicular chemotherapy is when the 
chemotherapy drugs are placed directly into 
the bladder via a urinary catheter to reach the 
cancer cells in the bladder lining. 
 
The treatment is usually given weekly for 
6 weeks and may be repeated. 
 

Before your Treatment 
 Do not drink any fluids for 4 hours before 

the treatment or during the treatment. 
 If you are taking diuretics (fluid tablets) 

delay taking them until after a morning 
treatment, or take them early in the 
morning for an afternoon treatment. 

 
The Treatment 
 On arrival on the ward your temperature 

and blood pressure will be checked. 
 A small catheter will then be inserted into 

the bladder via the urethra. 
 The urine will be tested for signs of 

infection and the bladder drained. 
 The Adriamycin is then instilled. For your 

first treatment the catheter will remain in for 

one hour, for subsequent treatments the 
catheter will be removed following the 
instillation of the Adriamycin. 

 You will be asked to rotate every 15 
minutes from your back, front and both 
sides to help the fluid come into contact 
with all parts of your bladder.  If it is your 
first treatment the drug will then be 
drained via the catheter and the catheter 
removed. On subsequent treatments you 
will be asked to void the solution into the 
toilet 

 
 
After your Treatment 
 Adriamycin is a chemotherapy drug so 

wastes must be disposed of carefully.  
 Men must sit down when they void for 6 

hours following treatment. 
 
 As the drug has a red dye, your urine may 

be stained a red colour for the remainder 
of the day of treatment. 

 You should increase your fluid intake to 
2.5 litres per day if possible. 

 Patients who are sexually active should 
use condoms or abstain for up to 48 
hours after each treatment to avoid 
passing Adriamycin to their partner. 

 You should shower if your skin comes 
into contact with any urine on the day of 
treatment. 

 

INFORMATION FOR PATIENTS 

POSSIBLE ADVERSE 
REACTONS 

 
One of the main advantages of intravesicular 
chemotherapy is that the drugs do not spread 
throughout the body which limits the unwanted 
side effects that can occur with systemic chem-
otherapy. 
 
The main side effect is irritation of the bladder.  
You may feel as if you have a urine infection 
and want to pass urine more frequently. 
 
Some people may develop a rash on their 
hands and feet. 


